
 

The National Arena Swimming League 
The stability of the league continued during the 2019/2020 season, culminating in the 20th B Final and 51st 
Cup Final, both held at our preferred venue of Cardiff International Pool. The support received from the 
pool providers, Legacy Leisure, was outstanding as usual, but the pool needs some refurbishment. 
Funding had been secured to replace the lane ropes and the electronic timing, as well as a scoreboard. 
Unfortunately, it was to be after our event that all the new equipment would be available. We managed with 
the equipment available on the day because of the ingenuity of our volunteer team of helpers, without 
whom the event could not take place. The volunteer team, including the senior officials, are very loyal and 
want to ensure a good meet for the athletes - that is achieved. 

The rounds went ahead successfully, but following the final round and the result of the virtual gala being 
declared, one team did not take up the invitation to the Cup Final. Consequently, from the original invitees, 
a club was moved from the B Final to the Cup Final, and a new team was invited to the B Final. 

The two finals took the usual format with the President of Swim England opening both finals. City of Cardiff 
won the B Final, with a 59-point lead from City of Swansea Aquatics, who were only three points ahead of 
Camden Swiss Cottage. The other teams were in close proximity to each other and kept changing 
positions throughout the gala. City of Cardiff was awarded the relay trophy, but they had been disqualified 
in one of the relays, so they should have been disqualified from the competition. Consequently, Camden 
Swiss Cottage have now been awarded the relay trophy. The best spectators’ prize went to newcomers on 
the day, RTW Monson, who were really consistent in their support for their team. 

In the Cup Final, the lead kept changing all the way through the event. In the end only 33 points separated 
the top five clubs, with Mount Kelly winning, followed by Millfield School and then Plymouth Leander: all 
three teams from the Western League. Guildford City spoilt the Western party by becoming the relay 
champions. Hatfield’s spectators came up trumps in supporting their team, and were awarded the prize. 

Another great weekend - with 850 athletes, 100 team staff, 65 officials and the team of 18 administration 
helpers.  

During the year it became apparent that the League was being mistaken for being involved with the Junior 
Inter-league Swimming Competition. Discussions took place with the organisers of the Inter-League who 
were not interested in having a consistent approach across its constituent leagues, nor working with the 
Swim England calendar, having consistent dates for the rounds. Solo Sport also experienced difficulties 
communicating with them, and decided to withdraw their Arena sponsorship on the expiry of the contract in 
November 2019. The League Executive agreed to launch its own Junior League, which Solo Sport offered 
to sponsor on behalf of Arena. All the League secretaries invited their members to join The National Arena 
Junior Swimming League for 2020. For commercial reasons we could not launch the league until the start 
of 2020, and our clubs were already committed for the dates offered. It was therefore decided to postpone 
the launch until 2021. 

Owing to the change of the date of the finals weekend to the first weekend in March, it was decided at the 
Annual General Meeting in 2019 to change the financial year end from the end of February to the end of 
March. The accounts presented this year therefore cover 13 months and include two seasons of finals. 

A massive thank you to all those who volunteer their services to make the League the best and most 
respected swimming league. Also, a MASSIVE thank you to Solo Sport for their continued sponsorship, as 
well as the support of their team.    
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